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What is the Arab Development Portal (ADP) initiative?

• A co-led initiative by UN-ESCWA and the Arab Fund for Economic and 
Social Development (AFESD) under the Arab Coordination Group (ACG) 
to build the region’s flagship data and decision-support platform.

• The Arab Development Portal was conceived as a response to a 
persistent challenge in the region: the fragmentation, scarcity, and 
inaccessibility of reliable and harmonized data for policy and planning.

• Its vision is to enable a new generation of data-driven governance, one 
in which leaders and analysts can access trusted data and statistics, 
visualize emerging trends, and simulate policy options through AI-
enhanced tools.
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• The Arab Development Portal (ADP) integrates national, regional, 
and international datasets and wraps them with advanced 
analytics, AI/ML, and policy-support tools to enable 
evidence-based policymaking across Arab States.

• Designed as a comprehensive digital ecosystem, the ADP brings 
together verified data, advanced analytics, and artificial intelligence 
capabilities to strengthen evidence-based policymaking, research, 
and regional cooperation. 

• It serves as both a knowledge hub and a decision-support 
infrastructure for policymakers, National Statistical Offices, 
researchers, and development practitioners working to advance 
sustainable development in the Arab region.
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Quick Demo of ADP Portal

https://www.arabdevelopmentportal.org 

https://www.arabdevelopmentportal.org/
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What do we want to solve and what do we need to 
measure?

Is AI the right tool? Does it extend a capability or enhance 
decision making in this area? Does it allow us to use 
alternative data to support advanced analysis with official 
data or when official data is absent? …etc.

If we believe so, then we go, from issue to data:
Purpose-built locally contextualized AI tools and solutions

ADP Approach for Leveraging AI
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Case 1: 
Using Alternative Data Sources & 

Generating Missing Data
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Synthetic Data
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Case 2: 
Using Alternative Data for 

AI-Driven Policy Simulation & 
Modeling



A Policy Laboratory:
forward looking decision support system

Forward looking: 
“what-if” scenarios

Locally built: AI-
driven digital twin

Considering 
behavior & 
incentives

Optimization: 
resources, policy 

combinations and 
sequences

Non-invasive policy 
impact evaluation 

in diversity of 
indicators

Risks and success 
rates predictors

AI Ethics National 
and UN ethical 

framework

User-friendly 
chatbot for 

policymakers
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Design, test, refine, evaluate & optimize policymaking options before 
implementation
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High-Level Steps for ABM

1. Collection of
domain expert

knowledge

2. Define a 
pilot

3. Collection of
data

4. Conceptual 
formulation of

the model

5. Model
behaviour

6. Validate
behaviour

8. Scale the
simulation

7. Test what-
if policies
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For example – FII Policies (classified by theme)
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Policies – rated by impact and scalability

1. Legal Enablers
2. SMEs
3. Digitalization
4. Target Groups

Set of targeted
policies for the
AI-Simulator

Rated by impact
and scalability



The indicators for the Financial Inclusion Index (FII) can be divided in pillars: ACCESS, USAGE and BARRIERS. 
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Indicators



The indicators for the Financial Inclusion Index (FII) can be divided in pillars: ACCESS, USAGE and BARRIERS. 
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Indicators

ACCESS data is needed
to initialize the

simulation. 
We will create a virtual 

map with all the
infrastructure.

GRANULAR DATA 



The indicators for the Financial Inclusion Index (FII) can be divided in pillars: ACCESS, USAGE and BARRIERS. 
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Indicators

Additionally, we need
demographic data for the

synthetic population.
DISAGGREGATED DATA 



The indicators for the Financial Inclusion Index (FII) can be divided in pillars: ACCESS, USAGE and BARRIERS. 
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Indicators

USAGE and BARRIERS data 
is needed to define the

agents’ behaviour. 
We can validate the baseline

existing behaviour.
DISAGGREGATED DATA 



1. Government and central 
bank

2. Banks and other
microfinance institutions

3. Non-profits for
development, venture 
capitalist, incubators or
accelerators. 

4. SMEs and Entrepeneurs
5. Individuals and 

Households
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Agents
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Households
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Agents
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Agents - Interactions
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Agents - Interactions
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Another example of purposely-built tool for labour market 
policymaking

Chatbot interface to 
policymakers

Reports, policy briefs, 
ministerial memos

National LMIS as 
data source

ADP AI Simulator (ABM)

Rooted in conceptual frameworks, economic theory, policy considerations & relevant constraints 
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The engine: 
AI for 

labour market
policymaking

ABM: simulating policy packages
the what-if

Interface to 
policymakers
Enriching and 

automating

Geospatial and synthetic: 
when no data is available 

Locally encoded AI Ethics

NLP: identifying the barriers
the why 

Reinforcement learning: 
policy optimization
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